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N this hallowed place, known as Inde- 
123 Hall, the Cradle of our 
berties, we stand today to * a. 
convention of women, the Eleventh Bien- 
nial Convention of the National Woman's 
Party. We stand pleading for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, to give men and 
women equal status in the fundamental 
law of the land. We plead for the exten- . 
sion of that principle of equality, of Which 
our government is the leading exponent. 

Could our eyes piercé the veil, which 
holds from our sight the vision of those . 
men who wrought so. nobly here, we 
would see the majestic Washington, to 
whom religion were — 
corner stones politi prosperity; 
Franklin, the Seer, the Harmonizer of 
the Convention and all the other thirty- 
six courageous signers. Their co 
gives us courage to go on, following in 
their footsteps, to increase the sum of .. 
human liberty, They. sought liberty for 
all. They did not intend that this pre- 
cious liberty should only apply to men. 
But although there is nothing to pre- 
clude women from all the guarantees of 
liberty contained in our Federal Consti- 
tution, yet when women have attempted 
to assert their rights under. these guar- 
an the courts, for the last 153 years, 
have denied them on the theory of the 
common law subjection of women. 

These men won their liberty and inde- 
pendence by force of arms and havi 
secured a Continental Congress, whi 
failed, they met here to form a more 
perfect Union. Women, today are taking 
a leading part in winning this war, along 
the production front:. Women, today 
meet to discuss the establishment of 
greater justice and how further to ex- 
tend the blessings of liberty to the wo- 
men of this Republic, so nobly secured 
for men, by an amendment expressly 
stating that sex shall be no bar to equal- 
ity of rights. As Miss M. Carey Thomas, 
former president of Bryn Mawr, has 
said: “Behind every man, as a man, today. 


stands the constitution, while behind. WOMAN’S PARTY DELEGATES AT INDEPENDENCE HALL 
as a stands only 
© Ragusa commen iw. Three delegates pittured with the Liberty Bell. They are, left to right, Mrs. Ellis 
mu teen r — A. Schnable, chairman of the Pennsylvania branch N. W. P.; Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 4 


that “All persons are created equal and of Washington, national chairman, and Mrs. Bessie D. Altemus, president of the 
that they are endowed by their Creator Republican Women of Philadelphia and a member of the National Woman’s Party. 
(Continued on Page 94) 
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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art 1—Men and women shall have Equal ts throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


„Art. 2—Congress shall have to enforce this article by 
legislation. 
Present Status 
f Senste—0On the Calendar of the Senate No. 1363. 
House—vVoted favorably by the Judiciary Committee, not yet re- 
ported to the House. 


* 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY 
The National Council of the N. W. P. consists of the Officers, past Chair- 


men, the Chairman of each of the State and Territory branches and the 


D. 6. the Chairmen of the a Councils and twenty Members at 
Large. The Members at Large elected by the Convention, October 25 for 


the next two-year period, were: 
Mrs. Ethel Adamson, N. J. Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd, III. 
Miss Alma Lutz, Mass. 


Mrs. Nina Allender, III. 
Mrs. Perle S. Mesta, Ariz. 


Mme. J — Blazan, Fla. 

Mrs. Estelle Bjerg, Ariz. Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Pa. 
Mrs. Louis Buensli, Pa. Miss Anita Pollitzer 

Miss Rosa Cunningham, Iowa 

Mrs. Serena Foley Davis, Pa. 

Miss Edith Goode, D. C. 

Mrs. Dorothy Shipley Granger, Md. 
Mrs. Rebekah Greathouse, La. 


(Note: The nine Members at Large of the Executive Council are elected 

the National Council from its membership, immediately following the 

Biennial Convention. Occupational Councils at present are: Government 
Workers, Industrial, Library and House.) 


8. C. 
Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
Miss Doris Stevens, N. Y. 
Mrs. Helen Hunt West, Fla. 
Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler, Cal. 
Mrs. Wm. Kent, Cal. 


Harrisburg (Pa.) Women Endorse Equal Rights 


At the regular meeting of the Dauphin County 
Council of Republican Women, Harrisburg, Pa., June 
18, 1942, a motion was presented by Mrs. A. n 
Stamm and seconded by Mrs. Henrietta Wickey Beck 
that we as a Council of 2500 women heartily and sin- 
cerely endorse this movement for equal rights and the 
passage of the following amendment: 


“Men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States of America and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


The motion was carried by unanimous consent. 


“LISTEN, CONGRESS!” 


Alice Paul Elected Chairman of the National 
W oman’s Party 


ROM all over this nation, at the call of our National 
Chairman, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, delegates to the 
11th Biennial Convention of the National Woman's 
Party assembled at Independence Hall on October 23rd. 
These delegates and their friends came to the shrine 
of American Independence not only to honor the attain- 
ment of freedom in the past, but to point out that that 
freedom is not complete and can not be complete until 
equal constitutional status has been gained for women 
through the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Bessie Dobson Altemus, Marie Bickert, Elizabeth Hat- 
field Schnabel and Mrs. Wiley were the speakers at 
this initial meeting when Mrs. Schnabel recited a poem 
which she had composed and dedicated to Mrs. Wiley. 


PASS THE 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
NOW 
JUSTICE DELAYED 


IS 
JUSTICE DEFIED 


The first was the theme of the Convention; the sec- 
ond, the driving motto of the group of women sent by 
the Convention at its close, under the leadership of 
Zaio Woodford, to demand of the House Judiciary 
Committee the immediate release of the favorable vote 
of 9-7 on House Joint Resolution 2, cast on July 22nd, 
but not reported to the House. | 

From the moment the Convention opened at 5:00 
P. M. at Independence Hall, on Friday, October 23rd, 
till Clara Snell Wolfe declared the Convention adjourned 
at 4:00 P. M. on Sunday, October 25th, in the Whittier, 
the air was electric with determination to write in the 
Constitution of the United States the words, Men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout the United 


States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


School in Technique 

The ceremony at Independence Hall, arranged by 
Mrs. Ellis A. Schnabel, set the keynote for all delibera- 
tions. After this meeting, the scene was shifted to the 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Convention Headquarters, 
where at 8:00 p. m. a school in technique was set up. 
Under the able leadership of Mrs. Serena Foley Davis, 
Principal of the Northwest School, representatives from 
organizations endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment, 
met together to evolve ways and means of procedure. 
Burnita Shelton Matthews presided and the following 
speakers contributed to the program: 

(For full program see pages 90-92.) 


Marie B. Miller—Legislative Chairman, Business 
5 Professional Woman's Club of Philadel- 
phia. 

Josephine Casey—Labor Organizer. 

Anna B. Hogan—National Association of Women 
Lawyers. 

Catherine Macfarlane, M.D.—Research Professor 
of Gynecology, Women’s Medical College, Phil- 
adelphia, and Member of the Board, American 
Medical Women’s Association. 

Jessie Gray, Past President, National Education 
Association. 

Lydia Worthington—Chairman, Married Women 
Teachers’ Council of Philadelphia. 

Charlotte Payne—Executive Secretary, National 
Council of Women. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley—Chairman, N. W. P. 

Adda Ferguson, Attorney—Chairman of Legisla- 
tive and Economic Status of Women, Profes- 

(Continued on Page 94) 
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Rights Amendment te the Constitution, and the adherence of the United 
States to the Equal Rights re the 
Proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League Nations. 
1 


November, 1942 


EQUAL RIGHTS 87 


— 


sional and Business Women's Republican Club 
of Philadelphia. 

Emma Guffey Miller —Representing the Pennsyl- 
vania Federation of Democratic Women. 
Lois Buenzli—Pennsylvania Congressional Chair- 

man, N. W. P. 
Serena Foley Davis—Principal, Northwest School, 
| Vice President, Quota Club, Philadelphia. 
Executive Committee, 
. 


Questions and answers, short speeches from women 
in the thoughtful and deeply interested audience fol- 


lowed. Mrs. Davis proposed that a permanent commit- 


tee be formed of the Legislative Chairmen of all 
interested organizations, and this motion was carried. 

There was one subject omitted on Friday evening— 
publicity—and this was exhaustively dealt with the 
following morning at the “Press Breakfast,” presided 
over by Bab Lincoln, who introduced Mrs. Davis. 8:30 
a. m. might be thought an early hour to assemble after 
the exhausting work of the night before, but when 
Mrs. Davis rose to introduce the first speaker, Mr. 
Kenneth W. Endres, Public Relations Director of the 
O. P. A., the room was packed and late comers failed 
to enjoy the delicious scrapple breakfast provided by 
the Bellevue-Stratford. Mr. Endres spoke on Press Pub- 
licity and was followed by Mr. James A. Aull on Radio 
Publicity. : 

Following the breakfast came the meeting especially 
significant to delegates and friends of the Amendment. 
At 10:30 a. m., with Margaret Sebree in the chair, 
Mrs. Schnabel delivered her cordial, felicitous address 
of welcome and Mrs. Wiley her biennial report. To all 
appeals that she retain the chairmanship, Mrs. Wiley 
had turned a deaf ear. So this address marked an 
epoch in her career and in that of the National 
Woman’s Party. The address mimeographed in full, 
can be secured at Headquarters. This was followed 
by the report of the Treasurer, Laura M. Berrien, and 
of the Chairman of the Congressiona] Committee, Mrs. 
George Mesta. The meeting was then open to receive 
the contributions of the women who had wrested a 
favorable report from the Senate Judiciary Committee 
and a favorable, if unrecorded vote, from the House 
Judiciary. A brilliant, incisive, decisive note was pres- 
ent in the speeches delivered from state after state, 
and the meeting was finally brought to a fitting conclu- 
sion by Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles. 


Young Adult Luncheon 


“Listen Congress”—grant the women of America the 
freedom you claim to be fighting for—give them equal- 
ity before the law—give them equal constitutional 
status. Do it now, demanded the Young Adults, led by 
their Chairman, Catherine R. Dobbs, of Ohio, and their 
vice-chairman, Alice Anderson, of Philadelphia. They 
were ably seconded by the brilliant and humorous Mrs. 
Dornblaser, the flashing, witty Vivien Kellems, the 
careful, scholarly Maud Williams, the tenderly appre- 
clative, poetic Laura Berrien, and the gallant Crusader, 
Zaio Woodford. 

In the regrettable absence of Mrs. Humbert Powell, 

. Helen W. Loewen, Recorder of Deeds at Harris- 
burg, presided with exceptional charm and ability. The 
meeting was opened by Miss Berrien, who read the 
following message from Mrs. Powell: 


To the National Woman's Party and the mil- 
lions of women for whom they have so valiantly 
fought, I send my best wishes and congratulations. 
My deepest regret that illness deprives me of the 
great honor of serving as your toastmistress.” 


The Mayor, unable to be present, sent Councillor 


Grokelow to express his welcome and wish the Con- 


vention every success in its work. 


The Banquet 


But there was more to come. Those who failed to 
remain for a banquet, starting with Elizabeth Pickett 
Chevalier, author of “Drivin’ Woman,” and ending with 
Mary E. Woolley, President Emeritus of Mt. Holyoke, 
will never know to what heights of intellectual and 
emotional appeal the human spirit can soar. “Listen 
Congress” was the theme picked up by Anita Pollitzer 
from the speech of Catherine R. Do at the Young 
Adult Luncheon. It served as a springboard for action 
in the form of contributions to carry on the work. Mrs. 
Clair Ross brought the endorsement of the Democratic 
candidate for governor, for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. Inez Peel, running for Congressman-at-Large, 
brought her own strong endorsement of the Amend- 
ment. Mrs, Altemus pledged the Republican candi- 
date, Mr. Martin, to the 1940 Republican Equal Rights 
plank. Josephine Casey spoke as a labor organizer 
in close contact with her field, and in the enforced 
absence of Lena Madesin Phillips, Mrs. Serena Foley 
Davis read her address. Emma Guffey Miller, as toast- 
mistress, presided with the eloquence, humor, tact and 
political acumen for which she is universally acclaimed. 
The evening marked the end of 30 years of continual 
service on the part of Mrs. Wiley, and the beginning 
of another 30 years of her devotion to the cause of 
women. 

In a speech full of the appreciation felt by every 
delegate present and by members everywhere, Anita 
Pollitzer expressed to Mrs. Wiley at the adjourned 
business meeting on Sunday the gratitude with which 
her constant and unfaltering work is viewed by the 
organization. 

Friends Meeting 

But before that high spot of the business meeting 
was reached, the delegates paused for an hour of wor- 
ship in the Friends Meeting attended by Lucretia Mott. 
There the silence was broken by Graham C. Woodward, 
who explained the origin and development of Friends 
and emphasized their opposition to all war, and by 
Arabel Clark, who gave an appreciation of Lucretia 
Mott. Dr. Clark’s speech was a beautiful addition to the 
impersonation given the night before at the banquet 
by Kay Cavender, who seemed to turn back the clock 
and show us that serene and courageous presence in 
our very midst. Dr. Clark’s remarks expanded our 
knowledge of her attainments as well as of her spirit. 

After the meeting, a luncheon at the Whittier, 
arranged and presided over by Dr. Clark, gave the dele- 
gates a restful sense of prolonged Quaker friendliness 
and formed a fitting background for Jeannette Marks’ 
great achievement. No one who has heard her bring 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning and her family to one’s 
very side could be amazed to feel again with us the 
radiant spirit of Mrs. Ransome. For so it was. We 
saw her—heard her—felt her—as she had been just 
before she left us and as she was throughout her life— 
the experience was poignant but full of consolation. 
Miss Marks’ speech was not only a great act of friend- 
ship, but also a great literary achievement. 


The Election 


The business meeting that followed picked as our 
leader the woman who brought the National Woman’s 
Party into being, who framed the Equal Rights 
Amendment, who guided the successful fight for 
woman suffrage which culminated in victory in 1920. 
Twenty years ago, Alice Paul made Congress listen. 
Today, when Mrs. Wiley was unwilling to continue in 

(Continued on Page 90) 
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School In Technique 


— 


Friday Evening, October 23, 1942, 8 p.m. Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 
kms. BURNITA SHELTON MATTHEWS, Presiding | 


IN opening the meeting Mrs. Burnita Shelton Mat- 
1 thews, Legal Counsel for the N.W.P., stated that the 
main objective of the organization was securing the 
advancement of women. She stated that the Cradle 
of Liberty was a fitting place to hold the Convention, 
and thought that the men who wrote our Charter 


‘of Liberty would be surprised if they knew we were 


still asking for the rights which we demand today! 
The right of suffrage for women was won after three- 
quarters of a century of effort. Other rights for 
women are now imperative. What is the next step? 
Let us inquire into the inequalities which still hamper 
women ? | 

Mrs. Matthews then introduced 


MRS. MARIE B. MILLER 
Legislative Chairman, Business and essional Woman's 
3 Club of Philedelphic 

There are more than one thousand laws discrimi- 
nating against women in the various States of the 
Union. These laws cover more than sixty points of 
22 In Oklahoma a woman may not be elected 
to the eight highest offices in the State. If a woman 
lives in Wisconsin she may not be employed by the 
Legislature. In twenty-four states women are con- 
sidered incompetent to mete out justice, that is they 
are barred from jury service. In only nine states, 
where women may serve on juries, are the require- 
ments for women the same as for men. 

The phrase “disabilities of a married woman” rele- 
gates women in many states to the realm of children, 
the insane and criminals. This classification renders 
them financially and legally irresponsible to conduct 
1 transactions in business and property 
rig 

When Mrs. Ferguson was selected the first woman 
Governor of Texas, she had to petition the Court to 
set aside her legal “disabilities as a married woman,” 
in order that her acts for the State of Texas would not 
be questioned. California, Florida and Massachusetts 
are three of the six states in which a wife may not 
engage in a separate business unless the Court estab- 
lishes her capacity to do so. This usually requires the 
husband’s consent, which if denied, the petition is 
disapproved in Ohio, California, Florida and Nevada. 

Texas allows divorce for infidelity on the part of the 
woman. A single act suffices for the husband to secure 
a divorce, but a wife must prove desertion and living 
in infidelity to secure release. Unless a husband in 
Kentucky can be proven a drunkard, accompanied with 
property waste and non support, a wife may not di- 
vorce him, while drunkenness alone on the part of 
the wife may be the only necessity for the husband to 
= her, unless it is shown that he is equally at 

a 


In Michigan, Massachusetts, New York and thir- 
teen other states the father is entitled to the services 
and earnings of minor children, and in ten states, in- 
cluding Alabama and Georgia he is preferred as the 
2 of a minor child's property and person. The 

urden of support of an illegitimate child rests with 
the mother, and in Idaho, Vermont and Texas, the 
unmarried mother cannot get support for such a child. 
Montana and the District of Columbia prefer men 


to women as PAID administrators of estates of their 
deceased kin. 


In most of the States the wife’s rights to make con- 
tracts, affecting her separate property are severely 
hampered. In California, Georgia, Mame, Tennes- 
see, Michigan, Montana, N Neo Mexico, 
Ohio, South Dakota and Florida, the husband manages 
and controls the wife’s separate property. She cannot 
give a deed or note without his consent. In Lousiana 
the husband only can manage and sell the joint prop- 
erty. In forty states I acquired after the mar- 
riage by the joint effort of husband and wife belo 
to the husband and are subject to his control an 
disposition. In South Carolina even a woman’s clothes 
are held to be the property of the husband. ; 


In eleven states a wife’s earnings may be the hus- 
band’s property. In the empire state of New York, 
the wife’s earnings from sewing, boarders or any 
other project in the home belong to her husband unless 
he has relinquished these in her favor by written 
contract. In Georgia many cases are recorded where 
the husband has collected his wife’s earnings outside 
the home. In California, unless there is a written con- 
tract to the contrary, the wife’s earnings become com- 
mon property and as such are subject to the control 
of the husband. 


Inheritance laws in Nevada and New Mezico allow 
the husband to will one half of the common property 
away, but the wife (if the husband is alive) cannot 

ill away even one dollar to any one, her children 
included. A wife’s interest in community property 


does not come into existence until death or divorce. 


The answer to this concept of the common law is 
the Equal Rights Amendmen | 


JOSEPHINE CASEY 
Labor Organizer 


You will be glad to know that in traveling from 
one end of the State of Pennsylvania to the other, 
interviewing Labor officials as to their present at- 
titude towards the equal rights amendment, I did 
not find one who now argues against it. Many have 
told me they are for it. Some have taken it up with 
their organizations and gotten endorsements. ore 
the —.— of the Fair Labor Standards Act and 
the Supreme Court decision in the Darby Lumber 
case, making it possible to legislate for working con- 
ditions for men many hesitated to endorse the equal 
rights amendment, because they were told that women 
wanted special privilege laws. Now, however, when 
all interstate workers, whether men or women, are 
included in wage-hour laws, those who try to hold on 
to the obsolete type of special protective laws for 
women only are already defeated. I asked a competent 
official of a Building Service Employers Union what 
he thought and he said he was for equality. I re 
minded him that his group was “intrastate” and he 
replied: “It is too bad if the few of us, not now in- 
cluded in the Fair Labor Standards Act, can’t get the 
benefit of it! On the contrary we can work to get 
included and in the meantime the word ‘persons’, 
instead of ‘women’ should be written into legislation.” 
One man said the word “persons” could be written 
even into a maternity law, because even if a fellow 
did not have the baby the word “persons’ did not 
bother him. 

Our difficulty is not with Labor but with a certain 
type of “cream-puff-mentality.” The type of woman 
in a “ladies’ organization“ who does not yet realize 


if 
pe 
1 
+ 
) 
* 
k 
| 
| 
ia 
1 


November, 1942 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


how the Fair Labor Standards’ Act has been inter- 
reted. This type of woman is still crying over the 
r working girl.” All the working girls want is to 
get the load of “cream-puffs” off their backs, and for 
all American women to claim their God-given right 
to equal constitutional status. Nothing less than full 
citizenship rights in the Constitution of the United 
States for all American women will satisfy us. You 
might just as well have talked “new shoes” to Gen- 
eral Washington’s soldiers, as to try to bribe me with 
3 less than the full rights of an American 
At the New York World’s Fair when I was get- 
ting signatures for the equal rights amendment, at the 
N.W.P. booth, a Negro told me I should give up work- 
ing for equal rights for men and women and come 
out and work for Race Equality. I asked him “Do you 
believe the Negro woman is equal to the Negro man?” 
“Besides,” I told him, “your constitutional status is 
higher than mine and it ts now my turn to step up.” 
I want the women elected to Congress to realize 
their place in the Constitution is not equal to that of 
their male colleagues, and not to be fooled into accept- 
ing anything less than complete citizenship. 

This is no longer a woman’s question. As one Labor 
man said two years ago, it might have been considered 
a woman’s question at one time, but today E ity is 
the Rock for all. If the builders reject it, the whole 
structure is in danger. Nothing from the outside can 
hurt the Constitution. Only an inherent weakness 
within can endanger it. 


‘ ADDA FERGUSON 
Chairman, Legislative and Economic Status of Women, 

Business and Professional Women’s Republican Club, Philadelphia 
The theme of my remarks will be “Now is the Time.” We 
should work for passage of the Amendment now—in 1942—when 
our national energies are directed toward winning the war. 

Women are needed now as never before. They are needed on 
the assembly lines, in factories, stores, offices, on the home front 
to carry on the work of the husbands and brothers in the armed 
forces. The need for women workers is urgent, so urgent that 
women are urged in the riame of patriotism to leave their homes 
and families to join in the battle of production, so that flow of 
munitions and materials may not be interrupted. 

They need us so badly now that the age limits have gone up, 
from 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and some * are for 


war 


We are welcome now in mine and factory 
of endeavor heretofore not considered suitabl 
gotten are our “health and morals.” No longer are we “pro- 


ond responding over inetensing 
— — d them everywhere, even in the Army 


e press e now 
Why not wait until after the war? 
What I shall say here tonight is scarcely needed to convince 
who favor the Amendment, that is must be passed now. 
shall merely suggest a “sales talk” that you may use to con- 

vince those men and women who have not yet seen the light. 


The Amendment must be passed now if women are to go all 
out in their efforts toward winning the war. 


How can a married woman in Florida, for example, carry 
on a business in the absence of her husband, She has no legal 
— she can make no valid contract, she cannot collect wages 
due her or due her minor children, she cannot claim com - 
tion for injuries; her absent husband is the only person having 
the right to act for her. How can she help win the war? 

In other states married women have no ability to mortgage 


or sell their own separate real estate. How can they carry on 
while their husbands are absent? 


and night work have merely been by-passed 


dispensati 
also for the duration. The guarantees of for — 
work are likewise only for the duration. wi 
These temporary grants of equal opportunity must be made 


permanent. 
There is still another reason, a psychological one, 
now. It is old as the law of supply and 
one of the elemen principles of salesmanship. Now, when 
women’s wholeh nse to the need for workers is keep- 
ing our factories busy and night; when our ability and 


worth in business and industry, and in the professions, are . 


apparent to all, now is the time to sell the idea of equal legal 
status for women. If we do not sell the idea now, how can 
we expect to sell it when the war is over? Now is our day of 
opportunity. 


MRS. EMMA GUFFEY MILLER 
Pennsylvania Federation of Democratic Women 


Mrs. Miller expressed hope for passage of the equal 
rights amendment now. She felt concern for those who 
have not gone further than to take the equal rights 
amendment under advisement for discussion. “Pro- 
tective legislation is out,“ said Mrs. Miller. The War 
has done away with that.” 


ANNA HOGAN 
National Association of Women Lawyers | 


Miss Hogan stated she was proud that the Natio 
Association of Women Lawyers re-endorsed the Amend- 
ment last August, practically unanimously. “If there 
ever was a time for equality of rights between human 
beings, now is the time,” said Miss Hogan emphatically. 
“Boys are leaving home to secure freedom for all. No 
boy would say, on departing, my mother is not equal to 
my father. Put the shackles on my mother.” She in- 
stanced some interesting experiences she had in her 
youth. When a lucrative case came before her, in the 
early days of her law practice, and she sought advice 


from a man lawyer of her firm, he always “took care 


of it“ and she lost the fee, while, on the other hand, 
when a case occurred below the tracks she was told: 
“Well, why did you study law if you don’t intend to 
practice. Now is the time for you to begin.” She did, 
but in those cases there generally was no fee. 


DR. CATHERINE MACFARLANE 
Women’s Medical College, Philadelphia 


Success in medicine depends on three factors: ability, 
industry and opportunity. Of these opportunity is 
vastly controlled by men. Of the 65 medical schools in 
this country, one admits only women, four admit only 
men and the remaining sixty admit both men and 
women. Only from five to ten per cent of each class 
are women. It is an invisible quota. In Russia, on the 
other hand,. seventy per cent of the students are 
women. A few years of the War will change the per- 
centage here. | 

The major staff positions in the hospitals are con- 
trolled by men. Possibly a half dozen major jobs are 
held by women. In the men-controlled hospitals a man 
interne is preferred above a woman interne. Similarly 
the major teaching positions are in the hands of men. 
Men doctors do not wish to have women doctors putting 
their sickles into the harvest. | 

In the face of a shortage of thousands of physicians 
for the United States Army the Surgeon General of 
the Army has refused to admit women physicians to 
serve in the armed forces. I am hoping by the help 
of the amendment to secure greater opportunity for 
women physicians. 

Dr. Macfarlane spoke of a case in Chicago where a 
most capable woman anesthetist was excluded from 
the list of doctors accepted as a United States Army 
Unit, notwithstanding the fact that she had been asso- 
ciated with the hospital for years. Women can serve 
as contract surgeons without military rank. The Civil 
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War opened jobs to women nurses, Dr. Macfarlane ex- 
pressed the hope that this War may prove to be the 
opportunity for the woman doctor. 


MRS. LYDIA WORTHINGTON 
Married Women Teachers’ Council, Philadelphia 


This Council began fourteen years ago, was initiated 
by a group of N. W. P. members. It was organized to 
study trends affecting married women in the country. 
She reported little change in the status of married 
women as incumbents for the teaching profession, 
throughout the country, but particularly in cities be- 
low the third class and in the rural districts. Even in 
the face of appointments necessitated by the War, mar- 
ried women teachers are treated in a menial manner 
and subjected to all sorts of shabby treatment. Mrs. 
Worthington concluded with the statement: “The War 
will have been fought for naught if women do not win 
their freedom. The married woman of today is the 
potential widow of tomorrow.” 


MRS. CHARLOTTE PAYNE 
Executive Secretary, National Council of Women 


Mrs. Payne announced an esSay contest conducted by 
the National Council of Women, with details in the 
“Atlantic Monthly” on the question of equality between 
men and women. She felt that this was an unusual 
opportunity to foster the education of young people on 


this subject, especially on “What Women Want in a 


Post-War World.” Mrs. Payne said: 


know the National Council of Women 1 — 
usan 


from the suffrage movement. It was founded in 1888 by 

B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Frances E. Willard and 
others who, as you know, initiated and promoted the principle 
of equality. en I knew I was to come here this evening, I 
read through some of the early reports of the National and 
International Council, My attempt to pick out a specific in- 
stance which would sum up the attitude through the years toward 
equal rights went by the board, because actually this theme 
runs right through the entire hi of our organization. The 
most recent official international action was taken at the Edin- 
borough meeting in July, 1938, the last held, at which the follow- 
ing resolution was n : 


WHEREAS, The International Council of Women has 
affirmed its profound conviction that it is only by per- 
mitting and encouraging women to play a full and re- 
sponsible part in the political, economic and intellec- 
tual life of their countries that the civilization and 
the prosperity of future generations may be developed 
on a sound basis of general understanding and en- 
lightenment; the sancity of the home may be pre- 
served and moral standards be peg from sinking; 
The International Council of Women urges its mem- 
ber organizations to continue their work for the 
equality of rights between men and women in all fields.” 


Similar resolutions have been passed at our annual meetings 
in this country. In addition, in our capacity of clearing hou-e 
and bureau for our member groups we have sent them material 
es by the National Woman’s Party, such as that on 
S. J. R. 8. I have brought a few samples of the type of 
material which we prepare in our own ce in caSe you are 
interested. Naturally they cover subjects of interest to us all 
as citizens and transcend organization boundaries. I thought 
you might also be interested to hear that the National Council 
of Women is sponsoring an essay contest in cooperation with 
the “Atlanic Monthly” on “What Women Want in a Post-War 
World.” I am looking forward eagerly to seeing the returns as 
they come in. I wonder if there will not be a great many 
women throughout the country who will preface their 
gestions with the hope that first of all we have equal rights. 


It seems to me that now as never before, women are faced 
with a challenge. The war is bringing us unusual opportunity. 
as well as heartaches. Will we continue the old order of 
disunity, or will we take our places as those referred to in the 
amendment which reads: Men and women shall have equal 
rights throughout the United States and see to it that 
— be a better place to live in? I, for one, feel sure 
we 


- 


SERENA FOLEY DAVIS 
Principal, Northwest School, Philadelphia, 
Vice-President, Quota Club, Philadelphia 


“I wish that I had some new panacea some out-of- 
the-silk-hat magical trick that would whisk the amend- 
ment through Congress, out to the States and into the 
Constitution within the hour, in order that we might 
turn all our energies to the tasks that remain for the 
women to perform in our struggle to keep our freedom 
and to make of our partial democracy a whole de- 
mocracy. Such is not the case. It remains to work 
harder and to use more effectively the techniques 
already known to us. } 


It seems to me that we have exemplified here this 
evening the first and most important means of laying 
a foundation for the speedy passage of the Amendment, 
namely, self Education as to the discriminations under 
which women are forced to live because of harmful 
laws, and lack of laws, which prevent us from sharing 
equally the benefits and responsibilities of our dem- 
ocratic way of life. When we have become sufficiently 
fortified with factual knowledge of the discriminations 
existing in the different states, our next job is to 
awaken the great mass of women, to the dangers that 


us 
Methods | 
In this most difficult of all tasks we must utilize 


every possible channel. (1) the press; (2) the radio; 


(3) informal discussions with friends and even ene- 
mies, if we have the good fortune for such an occasion 
to arise; (4) providing effective speakers for various 
women’s groups. (5) by extending to every hamlet 
in the land an appreciation of the work, ideals and 
and accomplishment of Susan B. Anthony. I know 
the impetus such recognition will give from the in- 
ception of our celebration in the Philadelphia schools 
of her birthday. (6) Through distribution of infor- 
mation in easily read form. 


Available Material 


In this connection I wonder how many of us are 
familiar with the pamphlets available from the N.W.P. 
in Washington and the invaluable information dis- 
seminated through its organ “E. R.” Put it on your 
Christmas list for all your friends. In other words 
we must become super-salesmen surpassing even our 
radio friends in going “commercial.” 


Educational Process 


As I see it, our education of others should lie in 
four major directions: (1) dissemination of know- 
ledge regarding discriminations in the States; (2) the 
fallacy of protective legislation both as regards its 
expressed purpose in the so-called protection of 
women, as well as the fallacy of its protection of men 
for whom it was really intended; (3) the threat of 
a continuation of discrimination to the ideal of 4 
whole democracy and a complete realization of the 
dignity of man. 

While we are thus streamlining the educative pro- 
cess let us continue to take every opportunity to 
FIGHT EACH SPECIFIC DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST WOMEN that comes up, be it Federal, 
State or in local politics, all the while pointing out to 
the group or individuals discriminated against, the 
fact that the Equal Rights Amendment offers the only 
permanent solution. Education and eagle watching o 
every discrimination attempt are not sufficient, nor 
can they be effectively achieved without strong organ- 
ization that must reach from our national capital to 
every precinct in these United States. Let us continue 
to enlist the support of every outstanding leader in 
the country. We need more Pearl Bucks, Jeannette 
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Marks, Emma Guffey Millers, Marie Bickerts and 
leaders like Mrs. Dobson Altemus. Needless to say 
we shall not travel far until we make a direct political 
issue of the amendment at every election, be it Federal, 
State or Local. How many, or more likely, how few 


of us take the time to ask candidates before election 


their position on the Equal Rights Amendment and 
vote accordingly. How many of us have even written 
to our present encumbents stating our views and ask- 
ing theirs? Do we use the simple technique of writing 
ever so often to ask our Congressman or Senators just 
how far the Amendment has progressed at a given 
date? Probably one of the most necessary tasks of our 
“speed-up” is directing our efforts toward lengthen- 
ing the list of sixteen national and more than one 
hundred local organizations. Internal education is the 
answer to that. All these activities cost money. There- 
fore we must in spite of rising prices and income 
jitters plan in our budgets for financial support of 
our local and State and national organizations. Those 
of us who are members of endorsing organizations 
must present the practical side of the problem to them 
and try to get into their budgets a specific amount, 
however small, earmaked for furthering the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 


In conclusion, I wish to speak again about strong 
organization. As I sat in Independence Hall, this 
afternoon, and listened to the inspirational addresses 
delivered there, I wondered if this group of represen- 
tative club women might not rededicate ourselves to 
the cause of freedom and form some sort of per- 
manent group, some special committee to insure reach- 
ing out to the thousands of women we represent? It 
is a challenge. Shall we accept it? 


Equal Rights Amendment Advocates 


RICHARD J. WALSH, President of The John Day Company 
and Editor of Asia, Endorses the Equal Rights Amendment 


I am for the Equal Rights Amendment exactly as 
I am for the independence of India, and for giving up 
our special rights in China, and for stopping the dis- 
criminations against Negroes. It is simply that I 
believe all human beings are created equal and all 
should have the same freedoms and the same chance. 

We treat women half as a privileged class and half 
as a depressed class. Both attitudes are inherited non- 
Sense and it’s high time we got rid of it. 73 


RICHARD J. WALSH. 


City of Barberton, Ohio 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 


Much has been done in Congress to provide action in 
our all-out war effort. These measures are necessary 
and vital. I approve of emergency provisions in legis- 
lation. I also approve of legislation concerning our 
home front, sich as the Equal Rights Amendment. 
This type of legislation will be necessary for our post- 
war rehabilitation, not only for a democracy as great as 
our Own United States, but a world democracy. 

May I wish you complete victery after your Biennial 
at Philadelphia, and that Congress will see the neces- 
sity of providing legislation for the home front such 
as the Equal Rights Amendment in time of a world 
crisis, when such action is vital to preserve complete 


democracy. 
Signed: ROY K. DOBBS, 
Mayor. 


A Tribute To Russia 


HON. HENRY A, WALLACE 


Remarks at the Congress of American-Soviet Friendship, 5 p. m. 
(E. V. T.) Sunday afternoon, November 8, 1942, Madison Square 
Garden, New York City, New York, broadcast nationally over 
the Blue Network. . 


. . . The new democracy, the democracy of the com- 
mon man, includes not only the Bill of Rights, but also 
economic democracy, ethnic democracy, educational 
democracy, and democracy in the treatment of the 
sexes. . With regard to the fifth democracy, the 
treatment of the sexes, most of us in the United States 
have felt complacent. It has taken the war experience 
of Russia to demonstrate the completeness of our 
failure. The Russian Revolution gave equality of eco- 
nomic opportunity to women. Those who have visited 
Russia recently say that about 40 percent of the work 
in the factories is being done by women. The average 
woman does about as much work as the average man 
and is paid as much. Thousands of Russian women are 
in uniform, either actively fighting or standing guard. 
We in the United States have not yet in the same way 
as the Russians called on the tremendous reserve power 
which is in our women, but before this war is over, we 
may be forced to give women their opportunity to dem- 
onstrate that with proper training they are equal to 
man in most kinds of work.. . . The first article in the 
international law of the future is undoubtedly the 
United Nations’ Charter. The United Nations’ Charter 
includes the Atlantic Charter and there is little reason 
why it should longer be called the “Atlantic Charter” 
in view of the fact that the broader instrument has 
been validated by 30 nations. : 


This United Nations’ Charter has in it an interna- 
tional bill of rights and certain economic guarantees of 
international peace. These must and will be made more 
specific... .” 


Editorial Comment 


The words of the Vice-President of the United States, 
quoted above, are inspired by the same Guiding Spirit 
which led the leaders of the National Woman’s Party, 
standing in the shadow of the Liberty Bell, in Inde- 
pendence Hall, at the opening of the Eleventh Biennial 
Convention, to plead for the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 


Since “Faith, if it hath not works is dead, being 


alone,“ even so must action follow words, or words are 


meaningless. 


The influence of the Vice-President of the United 
States can easily secure swift and favorable action in 
the Senate, on Senate Joint Resolution No. 8 (the Equal 
Rights Amendment), favorably reported to the Senate 
May 11, 1942, now on its Calendar. Only the passage 
of the equal rights amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States will guarantee the “fifth democracy,” 
the equal treatment of the sexes, which the Vice- 
President of the United States so eloquently admits is 
the inevitable trend of the times. A. K. W. 


Nine Million Nazi Women At Work 


The Berlin radio reported recently that 9,400,000 
German women are employed in the Nazi war indus- 
tries, 1,000,000 more than at the outbreak of the war. 
The broadcast, which said the “complete mobilization” 
of women in the Reich was “still far off,“ was heard 
at New York by the Columbia Broadcasting System, 
which recalled that Fuehrer Adolf Hitler once said 
woman’s place “is in the home.” | 
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Woman — And A Better World 


Dr. MARY E. WOOLLEY 


Atae WORLD! The rumbling of heavy freights 
in the dead of night; the unceasing whir of ma- 
chines in a twenty-four hour day, a seven-day week; 
the 1 up of human effort all along the line; 
the colossal output ;—what does it all mean? “Nothin 
less than progress of the human race toward an ide 


civilization,” would be the inference of the mythical | 


visitor from Mars. But we know better. Effort the 
world around is devoted to destruction, not construc- 
tion, destruction of human wealth and of human 
achievement; of human life 


to many a “Doubting Thomas,” or better, “Doubting 
Thomasina.” 


A word writ large on the horizon of our day is the 


word “Obligation.” It points in many directions: there 
are two which I would emphasize. The first emphasis, 
is for our brothers to add a fifth freedom to the “four 
freedoms,”—if I may borrow a thought from a friend, 
—the freedom for women to employ to the full their 

power in bringing about a better world. 
It is difficult to find a word expressing just what 
women as statesmen would 


and of human happiness. bring to this official task of 
Born of this world tragedy | creating a better under- 
must be the determination ELIZABETH CADY STANTON standing among races and 
that this insanity shall ples. Perhaps “human 
that November 12, 1813 October 26, 1902 | ve” ap 
world shall a better proach. Ou 
world. It took courage to declare a century ago to of thelr — ‘would 
an unresponsive, critical world that a demo- come a warmth of expres- 
This better world is not crate government must necessarily include sion that would go far to- 
coming of itself. Those of women. Elizabeth Cady Stanton had that ward the smoothing out of 
us whose memory goes as courage. She wrote Women’s Declaration of difficulties, the adjustment 
far back as November the Independence and publichy announced, “It of misunderstandings. 
eleventh, 1918, recall the is the duty of women of this country to se- 3 
exhilaration of that day, cure for themselves their sacred right to the The second emphasis, is 
nearly a quarter century elective franchise.” the obligation to extend the 
ago. The tragedy of war : influence of women through 
was over and a new day Women of today who have gained the the authority that comes 
born. We no longer labor right to vote but are still asking for the legal from expert knowledge of 
under that delusion. We rights of citizens in a democracy and fora | the subjects upon which in- 
know that after this war is full share of the responsibilities of govern- ternational understanding 
—— there will be left a + cannot fail to be inspired by Eliza- so largely depends. Knowl- 
world of problems, prob- beth C 1 4 edge is power, and I would 
lems affecting human living t ady Stanton’s vision and courage an have in the future a more 
from every point of view. by her stirring words about women’s place equal distribution of this 
The problems of recon- in the social order. They honor her best on power, that the natural gi 
struction will be material her birthday, November 12, when they re- of women for human under- 
Ar clothing and shel- dedicate themselves to her work of strength- standing may be augmented 
r and food for millions of ening democracy, demanding for all citizens, by the authority which 
men and women and chil- women as well as men, equal rights under springs from the knowledge 
dren; medical problems, our Constitution and in the post-war world. of the expert,—gained from 
caring for hundreds of experience as well as from 
thousands of the physically | study. Only opportunity 


and mentally shattered; 
social problems, of disrupted homes and homeless chil- 
dren, of the aged and infirm; educational problems, 
resented by a generation trained in the ruthless phi- 
osophy of the totalitarian governments; economic 
problems, in a world whose wealth has been thrown 
onto the scrap-heap; political problems, in restoring 
order after chaos; spiritual problems, in a world sub- 
merged by a tidal-wave of bitterness and hatred and 
the spirit of revenge. 


It is a gigantic problem that will confront humanity 
after the war is won, this problem of learning how to 
live together, and its solution will demand the best that 
the human mind and the human heart and the human 
soul have to give,—the best, regardless of sex. 

Women, as women, have much to contribute to this 
solution,—compassion, understanding, insight, an acute 
realization of the cost of human life so ruthlessly 
squandered in the brutality of war. Too long have 
women been relegated to the task of binding up 
wounds; the time has come for them to have a part in 
preventing those wounds,—in other words, in the shap- 
ing of world policy. During these last years the irre- 
futable “logic of events” has brought this conviction 


— 


that is equal——I do not 
say invariably the same—-among men and women can 
bring this about. 


There is a further step,—something needed beyond 
the achievement of the mind. If we doubt that state 
ment, we have only to look out at the world in which 
we live. The miracle of yesterday has become the 
commonplace of today. And in its wake has come 
“the destruction that wasteth at noonday.” 


In the words of the wise recorded in the Book of 
Proverbs is a quaint expression: “For as he thinketh 
in his heart, so is he.” In the Gospels there is a simi- 


lar passage: And Jesus, knowing their thoughts said: 


‘Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?“ I am not 
about to enter upon a critical exegesis of these pas- 
sages. I wish simply to stress the truth that it is only 
as human relations are shaped by women,—as well as 
by men,—with the thinking of both directed by the 
good heart, that we shall ever realize the better world! 


CHRISTMAS OFFER 
Six Subscriptions to Equal Rights $5.00 
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« Praise The Lord And Pass The Ammunition” 


Dr. LENA MADESIN PHILLIPS 


President, International Federation of Business and Professional Women 


right objectives as it is to have 
a preponderance of men and ma- 
terial. Some may have once 
thought the objective to be to 
kill Hitler and destroy Naziism. 
A bullet might end Hitler’s life. 
But no bomb or gun, no plane or 
tank, nor any quantity of them 
will destroy Naztism. For Nazi- 
ism is a state of mind. The 
weapons for its destruction 
must include higher and better 
ideas, hopes and promise, dreams 
and aspirations. Midway be- 
tween the Two World Wars, I 
remember to have heard a stu- 
dent of one of our great Eastern 


colleges say, “Youth finds noth- 


ing really worth living for be- 
cause it has found nothing it 
would be willing to die for.” Let 
us not deceive ourselves. Our 
young men go to war for a vari- 
ety of reasons, even while they 
are as patriotic as you and I. 
But they would go as crusaders 
and do the job more gladly and 


E will not have won the war unless we win also 
the peace. We thought we had won the war 
twenty years ago. But we neither understood its 
meaning nor were willing to pay the pri 
Now the decent peoples of this world, and most of 
them are decent, are unwilling to sacrifice their sons 
and husbands, their property and their progress in a 
war which must be fought all over again every 
twenty or twenty-five or even fifty years. 

Because of this, it is as important to have clear and 


e of peace. 


into free wi 
the issue must be 


self against the abolition of slavery. The nation had 
been wracked, ravished, impoverished, embittered by 
civil war. Abolition would wreck the South, deprive 
great numbers of citizens of their property without 
recompense. It would bring more chaos, deeper bit- 
terness. It would turn an illiterate, unprepared race 
ith rights and expectations. But 


faced. The principle was right. No 


appeasement. I like to thi 
which came first. 


EQUALITY WAITS AT 
LIBERTY SHRINE 


There ing clear, they heard 
The Bell ring through the air 
For peace and fre 

With the angelus at even-tide, 


They bowed in prayer. 

— — forth, they read 

The Proclamation speech. 

Liberty and peace tn home and church; 
country-side. 


But passing years worked strife 

For mothers of the race; 

Bearing the burden, but all forgot. 

For them there was no 

In the Constitution. It knew them not. 


Now standing here, we come 


that it was principle 


About the Equal Rights 


Amendment, man will say, This 
is not the time. Wait until the 
war is over. Let us be united.“ 
There is never a convenient time 
to do a hard job. I say that 
equality of status for women is 
inherently a part of the war 
aims. And those who fight for 
that fight for justice and the 
democratic way of life. They 
too are soldiers for the right. 
The British women do not 
hesitate to press their claims for 
equality of status now. Letters 
and magazines bring us con- 
stantly the news that while loyal 
to their country’s cause, in the 
selfless way peculiar to wom 
they still press forward tow 


In new trength and trust a greater degree of justice to- 

To for — ward themselves their kind. 

wide, And so, I have titled my talk 


Bell of Liberty, we should 
ry — men. 

ous freedom; God-given plan. 
So, bravely strike your riven-side 


after the popular war song, 
“Praise the Lord and Pass the 
Ammunition.” Not elegant in 
phraseology, is it, and bringi 


quickly were we high and clear, 
consistent and noble in our war 


alms, 
To this end, our Allied leaders 8 


have wisely given us as war ob- 


And ring again. 


ELIZABETH HATFIELD SCHNABEL. 
ANNA KELTON WILEY. 0 


a startled twinge to one rear 

in a strict Church atmosphere as 
I was. And yet the story of that 
Chaplain who at Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7th, left the altar and 


jectives the Four Freedoms and 
I think an implied promise of a : 

greater social justice. Whoever works for these car- 
ries a psychological gun. I believe the Equal Rights 
Amendment to be wholly in line with these war aims. 
Freedom is indivisible. And perhaps the most prac- 
tical of all freedoms today is the freedom to work, with 
no superficial handicaps or limitations beyond those 
innate in the person himself. 


Where is the logic of fighting for equality and free- 
dom for those across the seas yet denying them to our 
2 Ne home? Who will believe the word above the 


One may not deny that the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment would raise problems. But its ab- 
sence has long since raised problems. And one must 
expect and accept problems if progress is to come in 
any time-encrusted established field. I, Southern born 
and bred, was won to the Equal Rights Amendment 
by an ardent young Woman’s Party member, Mrs. 


George Callery, daughter of your beloved Mrs. Hilles— _ 


and Abraham Lincoln. When “under attack” I sud- 
denly began to realize the many reasons, seemingly 
reasons, Lincoln must have faced within him- 


ran to a gun station where one 
of the gunners had been killed 


and another wounded, is now history and carries its 


lesson. I just got one of them,” he cried, “Praise the 
Lord and pass the ammunition.” He rejoiced in what 
must have seemed to him the destruction of danger and 
hideous evil. 

I believe the Equal Rights Amendment is ammuni- 
tion of the highest calibre. I believe that its passage 
can destroy much injustice, bias, intolerance, hardship 
evil. I believe that equality of status for women would 
be one long step en in proving the faith which 
America proclaims. I believe that to do away with 
this and other inconsistencies is a great, sure way of 
lifting the morale and assuring the faith of ourselves 
and countless others. I believe that this Amendmen 
should be passed now. 7 


The Equal Rights Amendment is ammunition for 
a Praise the Lord. And Pass the Ammuni- 
on. 


EQUAL RIGHTS is real ammunition! 
Subscribe for your friends and neighbors. 
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Dinner By Baltimore Women 


On October 10th at the sixth annual Friendship 
Dinner of the Business and Professional Women of 
Baltimore, presided over by Mrs. Dorothy Shipley 
Granger, six hundred women of twelve participating 
clubs, including the National Woman’s Party, and rep- 
resentatives of twenty United Nations, gathered for a 
demonstration of good will at the Lord Baltimore 
Hotel. Many fine speeches were made. One of the 
guests, the Hon. Walter Nash, Minister from New 
Zealand, made the following statement: 

“Women will be the determining factor in this war. 
What has been accomplished in New Zealand from a 
war effort point of view is due in large measure to the 
part which women have taken. But there is nothing to 
compare with the work of the women of England. Be- 
cause of their magnificent courage, England has been 
able to hold on. There are 15,800,000 women in Great 
Britain between the ages of 18 and 64. 670,000 of them 
are disabled and 5,500,000 are taking care of families. 
Of the remainder no less than 7,500,000 are already 
doing full time jobs in some part of the war production 
„ There is nothing in history comparable to 
he magnificent contribution which women are making 
towards the defense of freedom.“ 


Listen, Congress!” 

(Continued from Page 87) 
the office of National Chairman, Alice Paul has been 
persuaded to take over the campaign of making Con- 
gress listen again. 3 

A strong National Council was elected to support her, 
resolutions were adopted and a deputation appointed, 
headed by Zaio Woodford, to wait on a House Judiciary 
Committee, which had failed to record a vote favorable 
to the Equal Rights Amendment which had been taken 
on July 22nd. 

Alice Paul was not present at the Convention. Called 


on the long distance telephone in her home in Vermont, 


she sent the following message to her fellow workers: 


“The Equal Rights Movement was launched in 1848 
by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who 
were later joined by Susan B. Anthony. Lucretia Mott 
was a part of the life of Philadelphia, the birthplace 
of American freedom. Here the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the Constitution of the United States 
were framed. 

“Six more years would bring to a completion the cen- 
tury of work for the freeedom of women which these 
great women began. Here in the Cradle of Liberty, 
the National Woman's Party is meeting, resolved to 
bring this freedom to pass. 

“Our immediate objective in this country is the adop- 
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment now before Con- 
gress: . 

“American women wish to complete the work for 
the freedom of women in this country and to use their 

t power to achieve world-wide equality for women 
everywhere.” 
: “LISTEN, CONGRESS!” 


MARGARET SEBREE, 
National Secretary. 


NOTICE 


Miss Alice Paul, Chairman-elect of the N. W. P., does not 
take office until December Ist. While she has visited National 
Headquarters for a few days, she will not close her Vermont 
home until the first of next month. 


11th Biennial Convention 


(Continued from Front Page) 


with inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty and the 

ursuit of happiness.” To many women, as well as to men, a 
10 is life, liberty is the right to choose a job and happiness to 
do the kind of work for which one is best fitted. This will be 
even more true when the war is over. 2 


Industrial laws when applying to women and not to men are 
among the gravest discriminations against women. They close 
many doors of opportunity to women seeking employment, while 
women thrown out of work by their passage are invariably 
forced into harder and more poorly paid work, for which they 
must com with one another. The so-called protective legis- 
lation for women only which links women with children, instead 
of with adults, began years ago in the transition stage of 
women’s much Fic. ee invasion of industry. Today when 
women are an established and increasingly important part of 
our economic life, justice requires that social legislation must 
be on the same s for men and women. 


We have encountered great N in our efforts for nine- 
teen years to secure the Equal Rights Amendment to the Con- 
stitution. But when we read of the Constitutional Convention 
and learn of the terrible opposition the framers of the Consti- 
tution met in their time, our troubles seem few and our burdens 
light. Every great truth that has ever been brought to mankind 
has been brought into the world only by labor and anguish. 


When the Constitution was completed, General Washington 
heroically said: 


“It is too eens that no plan that we propose will be 
adopted. Perhaps another dreadful conflict is to be sus- 
tained, If to please the people we offer what we ourselves 
disapprove, how can we afterwards defend our work? Let 
us raise a standard to which the wise and just can repair. 
The event is in the hands of God.” 


This same ideal animates the members of the National 
Woman’s Party. We seek to raise a standard for women, to 
which the wise and just will repair and we leave to God the 
outcome. We make no compromise with expediency. We say 
bluntly the time has come for men and women to be treated on 
an equal footing in all legislation of whatever character. 


Twenty-one amendments have been added to the Constitution, 
since those days, as changed conditions have required them. 


“New occasions teach new duties 
Time makes ancient good uncouth 
They must ever on and upward 
Who would keep abreast of truth.” 
(LOWELL) 


Although the framers of our Constitution were intellectual 


giants, they could not . foresee the marvels of this age 


which requires a new rpretation of the law to meet them. 
I feel sure that could they have foreseen a modern airship they 
would be equally amazed to learn that a young woman could fly 
it alone across the continent, and from one continent to another. 
Could they have seen the wonderful machinery of today they 
would be equally impressed to learn that millions of women have 
followed their work, from their homes, into the factories on 
these machines. 


Our law-makers can no longer ignore this body of working 
women, who are doing so much for this war effort, and can no 
longer continue to deny them an equal constitutional status with 
men. Just as nothing was less desired in 1787 than a unified gov- 
ernment, and it had to be wrung from a resisting public by stern 
2 so will the second woman’s amendment, for — — 
status, have to be wrung from the economic injustices of y. 


We have come a long way since the rebirth of the equal rights 
movement by the National Woman’s Party, on February 15, 
1921, The movement began at Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, 
but from 1848 to 1920, women were engaged exclusively in win- 
ning the vote. Plus the vote, for the last nineteen years, a com- 
paratively small number of women have been endeavoring to 
secure complete equality. between men and women. As Wash- 
ington said, “The event is in the hands of God.” I firmly believe 
it is and that it is a part of the Kingdom of God foretold in 
Isaiah, the increase of which there shall be no end and that it 
shall be established with judgment and with justice henceforth 
and forever and that the seal of the Lord of Hosts will perform 
it. We are the instruments of that zeal. Let us firmly resolve in 
this sacred place to do our utmost to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment and let us do it now. 


ANNA KELTON WILEY, Chairman. 


= 


= 


148 
* 
2 
i 
— 
Z 
* 
, 
| 
‘ 
1 
4 
a 
« 
Jt 
— ——ẽ— — — —- 
‘ 
ho 
Fe 
˖ 
1 * 
79 


> 


ore 


November, 1942 


BQUAL RIGHTS 95 


Resolutions Passed By The Convention 


TO SENATOR JAMES H. HUGHES 


WHEREAS, The Equal Rights Amendment been advanced 
. the Senate Judiciary Committee and favorably reported to 
Senate on May Iith by a vote of 9 to 3; and 


WHEREAS, This action was due in large measure to the zeal 
and determination of the Chairman of the Sub-Committee, Sen- 
ator James H. Hughes; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this Biennial Con- 
vention of the National Woman’s Party meeting in Philadelphia 
convey to Senator Hughes our deep appreciation for his part 
in the success of the measure and our titude that we may 
count as friend and ally a statesman of vision and sincerity ; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolu- 

es. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS 


Resolutions of thanks were passed by the Convention express- 
ing appreciation to the Mayor of Philadelphia; the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel; the Whittier Hotel; Mrs. Elizabeth Hatfield 
Schnabel; Dr. Arabel Clark and their co-workers; the Speakers 
and to the retiring Chairman, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley. 


WOMEN PHYSICIANS IN ARMY AND NAVY 
MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS 


WHEREAS, There is a great and growing need for physicians 
to cane the of ths Unioul tts thus 
of peril to our Nation, and 


WHEREAS, the loyalty and devotion of women citizens of 
this country is fully equal to that of men citizens; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the National Wom- 
an’s Party in Convention assembled urges that the qualified 
women nye of this country be not discriminated — — 
but that they be admitted to full membership in the Medical 
Reserve Corps of the United States Army and Navy. 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of these 
resolutions be spread upon our minutes and copies be sent 
to Major General James C. Magee, Surgeon General United 
States Army, Washington, D. C., and to Admiral Ross Mc- 
Intyre, Surgeon General United States Navy, Washington, D. C. 


WOMEN DENTISTS IN THE RESERVE CORPS~ 


WHEREAS, The e is denied the full benefits of health 
service b — great potential contributions of women 
dentists fn municipal, state and federal institutions as well as 
in the industrial field; 


AND WHEREAS, The Government er and neglects an 
important pool of professional talent in den women dentists 
commissions on an equal basis with men in reserve corps 
of the Army and Navy; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the members of the 
National Woman’s Party go on record as demanding the im- 
mediate passage of the equal rights amendment and 
tht it be adopted without further delay, to meet our p 
war emergency; 


TO THE COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS 


WHEREAS, The time is at hand for all women to unite 
in spirit and in deeds to pass the Equal Rights Amendment now; 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That each of the organiza- 
tions which have endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment be in- 
vited to create a special committee to devote its entire effort 
to its p now, and provide in is bud a sum of money 
suficient to help in the immediate passage 0 the Equal Rights 

endment. 


FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES LIBRARY 


WHEREAS, The National Woman’s Party Library has not 
been named officially, and 


WHEREAS, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Chairman of the 
Committee, has shown outstanding interest in the Li- 
brary, both financially and otherwise, 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That in recognition of her 
many years of valuable service to the cause of woman suffrage 
and equal rights in the National Woman’s Party, and to the 
promotion of the Library at the Alva Belmont House, it is the 
sense of this Biennial Convention here assembled that she be 
honored by naming the Library, the Florence Bayard Hilles 
Feminist Library. 

(Continued in Column 2) 


Women Representatives 


Seven women have been elected to the House of 
Representatives in the 78th Congress. They are the 
Hon. Edith N. Rogers (R.) of Massachusetts, the Hon. 
Mary T. Norton (D.) of New Jersey, the Hon. Frances 
Bolton (R.) of Ohio, the Hon. Jessie Sumner (R.) of 
Illinois, the Hon. Margaret Smith (R.) of Maine—all 
re-elected, and the Hon. Winnefred Stanley, Congress- 


mamat-Large (R.) of New York, and the Hon. Clare 


Booth Luce (R.) of Connecticut. 


Emmeline Pethick Lawrence, President, World 
Woman’s Party for Equal Rights, and Alice Paul, 
Chairman, World Woman’s Party Executive Commit- 
tee, sent the following telegram to these Members of 


Congress: 

On behalf of the World Woman's for Equal 
Rights we congratulate you upon your election. We 
rejoice that there are women in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to help raise the status of women in the 
United States throughout the world. The women 
members of Congress have the opportunity to render 
great service in establishing a fifth freedom—the free- 
dom of women from all inequalities and all forms of 


subjection. We are counting upon your help.” 


Telegrams of Congratulation 
Telegrams of congratulations on their re-election 


were sent by Mrs. Wiley and Miss Paul to the following 


members of the House of Representatives: The Hon. 
Louis Ludlow (D.) of Indiana, the Hon. George H. 
Bender (R.) of Ohio, the Hon. Zebulon Weaver (D.) 
of North Carolina, the Hon. Wm. T. Byrne (D.) of 
New York, the Hon. U. S. Guyer (R.) of Kansas, the 
Hon. Francis E, Walter (D.) of Pennsylvania, the Hon. 
John M. Robison (R.) of Kentucky, and to the Hon. 
Harry L. Englebright (R.) of California. 


AMY CORDOBA RANSOME 


A memorial Meeting for Amy Cordoba Ransome was held on 
Sunday, October 18th, at the Neighborhood Church of Pasade 
Cal., at which Dr. Theodore Soares spoke on “Human Freedom, 
to which Mrs. Ransome’s life was dedicated. 


TO CONGRESS 
(Continued from Column 1) 


WHEREAS, The members of the National Woman’s 
meeting at Independence Hall, Friday, October 23, 1942, at 5 
P. M. were inspired afresh to seek and obtain the priceless 
heritage left us by our forefathers, namely the complete 4 
of opportunity between men and women enumerated the 
Declaration of Independence, and the justice toward women 
established in the Constitution; and ‘ 


WHEREAS, at our Convention held at the Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel, on Sunday, October 25, at a regular pera. the ted 
injuries and usurpations on the part of the several states — 
women were reiterated, and the complete ignoring of the rights 
of women in the Constitution set forth afresh, and 

WHEREAS, the devotion of women towards their country, 
was called to mind and their self-abnegation at the call of duty 
set forth; and 

WHEREAS, the sacrifices and contributions of women have 
helped make this country great and the future of the country is 
as much the concern of women as of men; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That we the members of 
the National Woman’s Party, in the Eleventh Biennial Conven- 
tion assembled, demand of Congress the 
Rights Amendment now, on the calendar of the Senate, and 
which would be on the Calendar of the House of Represent- 
atives except for the denial of the Parliamentary rights of 
women, by the leaders of the House Judiciary Committee. The 
proposed amendment reads: | 


“Men and Women shall have equal rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


4 
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| A Feminist Thinks It Over 


2 By ALMA LUTZ 


WOMEN COME OF AGE 


taking the places of men in almost every branch 
of industry and are doing their work admirably. Even 
employers and foremen who were prejudiced against 
women workers and who deferred their employment as 
long as possible are admitting that women are 
and conscientious and that their accident rate is below 
that of men. The Fair Labor Relations Act has upheld 
for women the principle of equal pay for equal work. 
The National War Labor Board has established: equal 
pay for equal work as its policy. It is becoming evident 
to management, labor, and governmental agencies, that 
fixing the rate for the job, regardless of the sex of the 
worker, is the best and fairest policy. The next step 


should be, and undoubtedly will be, regulating the con- 


ditions and hours of work regardless of the sex of the 


worker. 


In order to make adequate use of our woman-power, 


it has been necessary to suspend much labor legislation 
which applied only to women and childien and which 
limited and regulated their working hours. This and 
the unprecedented tasks which women are performing 
so well should give the public in general and advocates 
of special labor legislation for women in particular, a 
new perspective—a realization that women have come 
of age in industry. What may have seemed necessary in 


the _ in special protection for women workers is out : 
of date in the present, and from now on protective 
labor legislation should be planned and executed in re- 


lation to the job and no longer be based on the sex of 
the worker. | 
The appointment in New York by the State Indus- 
trial Commissioner of a new Women’s Commission to 
help draft new state laws and policies for the many 
women in war industry raises questions in the minds 
of many. This Commission of 18 women is made u 
entirely of those who in the past have been ardent ad- 
vocates of special labor legislation for women. Have 
these women the courage to put behind them cherished 
personal theories and face a brave new world of women 
who can no longer be classed with children in industry 
and who must be treated as adults? | ie 
Many problems will arise in our war industries dur- 
ing these next months and years which this Women’s 
Commission can help solve. No one doubts the need of 
making working conditions healthy and safe for all 
workers, men and women. The older men, taking the 
places of young men in industry, need healthy and safe 
working conditions and reasonable hours as well as 
women. Over-long hours and no time out for lunch im- 
pair the efficiency of both men and women. Therefore 
this Women’s Commission will do a great service if its 
plans and proposals take into consideration the whole 
picture and are not limited by a selfish sex bias. They 
will of course deal with the important. matter of day 
schools and nurseries for children of defense workers, 
which will relieve the minds of both mothers and fath- 
ers, and with communal kitchens which will not only 
help women workers who have families to feed but will 
encourage more nutritious meals for all of the family. 


Perhaps most important of all is the planning for 
post-war adjustment, an adjustment which must not 
mean a ruthless turning out of well-trained, efficient 
women workers who want to continue to earn, but an 
orderly realignment of workers to rebuild a war-torn 
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Florence Bayard Hilles Feminist Library 
Mary Elizabeth Downey, Librarian 
The National Woman’s Party Library now has an 
official name, the Florence Bayard Hilles Feminist Li- 


brary. Mrs. Hilles has been Chairman of the Library 
Committee and has been instrumental in transforming 


the old Coach House into the beautiful library it has 


now grown to be. 

At the recent Convention there was on exhibition a 
map of the United States showing by means of_a red 
star for each donor where the books have come from. 


Some States have many stars, some States have none. 


It is to be hoped before the next year rolls around 
that every State may be represented. At the Conven- 
tion there was also a poster which displayed U. S. 


Postage stamps having designs of women. Our collec- 


tion is not complete. We welcome the gift of stamps 
bearing the h of women; and if any Branches care 
to make similar pores we will contribute any dupli- 
ar as they can be * age Another 

poster gave a list of feminist books, the reading of 
which gives a splendid knowledge of the woman move- 


ment. 
A list of donors since our last report will be given 


in the next issue of Equal Rights.“ Meanwhile the 
library would welcome the gift of the following books: 


Atherton, G., Julia France and Her Times; Beard, M. R., On 
Understanding Women; Boardman, M. T., Under the Red Cross 
Flag; Brown, H. C., Grandmother Brown’s Hundred Years, 
1827-1927; Craig-Wentworth, Marion, The Flower Shop; Dick- 
inson, E., Life and Letters of Emily Dickinson; Dix, D. L., 
Remarks on Prisons and Prison Discipline in the U. S.; Ear! 
A. M., Home Life in Colonial Days; , The Sabbath 
in Puritan New England; Esta E. F., Gwers of Life; 
Fawcett, M. G., Women’s Suffrage; Ferris and Moore, Girls Who 
Did; Finley, R. E., The Lady of Godey’s; Frank and Jerome, 
Annals of the Chicago Woman’s Club, 1876-1916; Gilman, C. P., 

uffrage Songs and Verses; Greenbie, M. B., Arts of Leisure; 

ard, W., Women of Tomorrow; Hecker, E. A., Short History 
; Hillis, M., Live Alone And Like It; Keller, 
Story of —4 recom, L., New England Girlhood; 
Lindsey, Ben B., Reply to Anti-Suffragists; Magoun, J. B., The 
Light; Markino, Yosh o, Miss John Bull; Mason, A. G., Women 
in the Golden Ages; Maud, C. E., No Surrender; Miller, A. D., 
The Blue Arch; Ossoli, M. F., Art, Literature and the Drama; 
b Papers on Literature and Art; Pankhurst, E. S., 
The S Pi S. E., American National Red Cross; 
Pickford, M., Why Not Try God? Rembaugh, B., Political Status 
Women in_the United States; Rourke, C., American. Humor; 
ger, M., Happiness in Marriage; 7 , My Fight for 
British Control; Woman and the New Race; Scott, Counsel 
for the Defense; Smith, H. W., Women Workers at the Bryn 
Mawr Summer School; Steve . N., An American Suffragette; 
Stowe and Beecher, American Woman’s Home. 


Calendar-Program 


It is suggested that the December program be de- 


voted to discussion of the World Woman's Party. 
Study of the present status of women throughout 
the world would be most appropriate and illuminating. 
- Copies of the Resolution to be presented to heads of 
allied governments may be studied, and as many Sig- 
natures as possible secured. 


world. This readjustment will be made at the expense 
of women, if this Commission insists on special labor 
laws for women. But if the adjustment is made on the 
basis of fair labor practices for all workers, men and 
women, then women workers will have gained mightily 
in prestige and value as they deserve, and we will be on 
the road to an economy in which cutthroat competition 
between men and women will be over and in which 
every man and woman, wanting to work, will have 4 
fair chance for a job. 


The date of the expiration of your subscription is on your wrapper. 
Are you paid 1 

© Please address all subscriptions and checks to Dora G. Ogle, EQUAL 
RIGHTS, 144 B Se., N. E., Washington, D. C. 
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